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СТ TONISHT, THE THOUGHT OF 
SLEEP HAS FILLED HER HEART 
WOH TERROR. 


BUT NOW I WANT ID GO! 
SARDONYX IS PLANNING TO 
ረ CITRINA AND WE'RE 
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SUDPEMY THERE 16 РАНЕ “= AND A CAO S. ORES BECOME ШЕ 
REALITY! FOR ON А WORLD OF дәуге», MARY РИВЕР LEADS 
MOE thE THE LIFE Ос... 
R AZ 


QIN AUGMON 8 GARY ау. RIC ESTRADA 4 BOB 54076 . JCOSTANZA . CARLGAFFORD , ARN BERGER 
WRITERS ARTISTS ሠ ረና መ 





IF CORINA MUST DIE THAT MY 
PEOPLE AND MY REALM MAY 
LIVE AGAIN, SO BE IT! 


--AND GRASP АМО WEAVE AND 
SWAY ТО KEEP ALL 20605 OF 
AMEIHXST FROM TRESPASSING! 


ти TURN THIS WOOD TO DUST 
‚AND SPLINTERS IF NEED BE! 


f FOR NO DEFENSE THAT 
OLD WITCH CAN MUSTER WILL 
THE 2262; 





EMMY WAS EAT AFTER WE SAW 
HIM STEAL THE BADEN CLAW #-- 


YOUR SWEET. 
ZART TURQUNSE, 


„„АМО THUS LOWER 
YOUR GUARD FOR ME 





LTV 


HARD TIME 
KEEPING UP 
THE ATTACK! 





IT'S TIME TO WRAP THNSS 202 SARDONYX! 
AND Т CAN DO THAT BY MAKING THE 
WINES GROW LONG AND-- 


--Ам EQUAL FOOTING, ) / MO SOMETHING MESSED -- CAN SHRED YOUR DEFENSES 
SHALL WE SAY 7 AU ME UP FOR A MOMENT. A A6 QUICKLY AS YOU CALL THEM UP” 


NES 





BUT THE GATHERING IT 6, 1 KNOW, 


т WILL Ду BUT A TINY PART 
THE MIGHTY PEAKS--AND 
b THE 246724 THAT STANDS 

UPON THEM! 





BINDING ALL ONCE MORE _ 


INTO THE MESS 





ረው ርም N 
መፍ V [M0 an, AND IR IT PAD A MAME-= 








AND SHE'S TAUGHT ME A LITTLE 
BIT OF HOW TO USE IT MYSELF! 


ም RT Know! MAYBE WHATEVER 
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Г ይ THIS NOT THE далекая? OF ALL 
FATES... WITH 





SARDONYX 15 REALLY ЖЗИ СЛР 
THIS SURE IS A MEW SIDE OF HIM! 


CONTINUED ON 3 & PAGE FOLLOWING, 








BUT THEY ARE 7247 CREATURES. 

PESAS NO BIGGER THAN A 

THUMBNAIL! MY DOMAIN 1S 
FUEL OF THEM! 


PERHAPS THE CREATURE WAS 
AFFECTED THUSLY BY THE SELL 
THAT TRANSPORTED MY REALM 
TO THIS STRANGE PLACE! 


DESPITE ALL በ5 HOW ELSE EXPLAIN 


нь З ` 
THAT IS A COSA EATER" ITS MONSTROUS 
= CROWT 


THE EXALANATIONS ARE ] 
GOING TO HAVE TO 
WAIT, SARDONYX... 


ON 
KEEPING. THE THING 
FROM “¿s US? 





AND ALL ELSE HAS BEEN ОИСЕ? ) 
THAT WOULD BE A war TO HIDE AN < 
NTI 


КРСУ 
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TA IT DOES, GIRL 
ANYTH Y 


име То YOU! А! even 
ме RESPECT THE WITC 
ERS AMER. 





АМО IT DIDN'T Even 00207 У | 
THE crys 4 
AND WE'RE STILL ON THE / 
SAME SANDY SPOT! 
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Dear Кагап, 

I was quite surprised to find the battle 
against Fire Jade reaching its conclu- 
sion at the end of AMETHYST #3. | was 
expecting a far longer story. Not that ! 
believe for one minute that we have 
seen the last of Fire Jade. (I still вау ehe 
is Amethyst's “alter ego.”) 

The battle itself wes worthy of the 
“build-up” given it in the Annual and 
issue #1 and #2. tt wasn't just 8 


insight into the personalities of 
Amethyst her companions, and her 

1 particularly enjoyed 
Moonstone's silent but nevertheless 
‘eloquent reaction የጋ Arnethyst's attempt 
to introduce democracy into the 
Gemworld on page 23. (Would Dan 
and/or Gary happen to have read 
Christopher Stasheff's excellent books 
The Warlock in Spite of Himself and 
King Kobold? A similar theme was 
explored in those fantasy novels.) | look 
forward to further development of this 
espect of AMETHYST. 

Ric and Romeo look to be settling into 
this series very quickly. lesue #3 is the 
best yet for artwork | do hope you can 
keep this pair together for a good long 
run, if not longer. Don't let Carl Gafford 
96. either. His coloring is perfect for 
AMETHYST. 





Ali the Beet, 
ርመ 


Dale 
41 Whitecross Road 


Warrington 
Cheshire, England 


Many readers were also surprised that 
the Fire Jade plot line apparently ended 
50 ebruptiy in issue #3, Dele, but as we 
glimpsed this month, her story ain't 
dead yet. Fire Jade is still very much 
around and kicking, and in just thirty 
days, we'll finally find out who she realty 
is. In the meantime, the following reader 
has some ideas of his own. 


set 


Dear Karen, 

On picking up issue #3 of AMETHYST, 
PRINCESS OF GEMWORLD, | thought. 
“This is it. Here comes the big show- 
down.” 1 must admit, though, | never 
expected you to kili her off. On page 11. 
panel 1, Fire Jade says she wishes one 
of the nobles could be spared and then 
оп page 18, panel b, Emerald says, “She 
could have slain me with that blast, but 
she did not! Why?!” Ithinki know. Since 


Lady Emerald died, her magic was 
inherited by the younger princessas, But 
! think most of the power went te the 
eldest Emerald. Yea, i masn the one that 
‘supposedly died in the AMETHYST 
maxi-series. Yea, people, I'm saying the 
sides: із ФИН aiivel Sha somehow got 
changed by Derk Opal into Fire Jade 
Fire Jade's power із an ciemental pom. 
and eo wes Lady Emersid'e. 

the power ie inherited by the oldest. She 
could not bar to kill her sister and ve. 
she was apparently killed as 6 result | 
hope you understand what lm saying 
Until #4 comes, ГИ be waiting, | ateo 
want to tell you that you all are doing 
miracles with AMETHYST. | have every 
issue ef AMETHYST from the maxi- 
series to #3 and | love them. My fevorite 
character ia Carnalian. 


Steven Plagman 
Micwast City, OK 73130 
detectiva work, Steven, but 


የቁጠዘጩ 
and issue #3 olinchad it! Fire Jade is the 
Princess Emerald's eldest sister! Dark 
Opal had appsrentiy used his derk 
magicks to “kilt” andtrafisform Princess. 
Emerald into Fire Jade, apparently to be. 
either a servant of his оғ es payment to 

When a lord and lady have eaverai 
daughters or sons, al called princa/ 
princesa, how do they differentiate their 
kids names like with the three 
princesses Emerald? Do they give their 
kid'e nicknames or cali them 1, 2, and 37 

Will Amethyst become Lady Amethysz 
in the long run? | hepe во. i also hope the 
romance between Topaz and Turquoise 
goes through. Topaz doesn’? come 
across as the right sort of future hubby 
for Amethyst. 

| also want te commend you for 
creating and maintaining e fine caet ef 


ја, Production Manager 
Јов Orlando, Vice Prea.-Editoria! Director 
Paul Lovitz, Vice Pres. 
Bruce Bristow, Marketing Director 
Arthur Gutowitz, Tr 





As far es we know, Nina, the royal 
families heve nicknames for their 
children, but don't ba surprised some- 
day if someone euffera from an identity 
crisisl 


Too bad you killed off Fire Jade. She 
was @ character with immense poten- 
tial. While we're on the subject of Fire 
Jade, | think | know why she did not КШ 
Emerald on pg. 18, panel 4. Look at page 
®, panel б. Неге is "power beyond 
mortality ... power reaching from past 
the grave ...” Could it be that Fire Jade is 


series? She might have been 
regurected by aome unknown power, 
and (possibly) filled with hate at the 
Gemworid for not coming to her sid 
when she was taken to dark Opal's 
palace. И this is true, then when she 
attacked Emerald, she may have feit pity 
for her sister and did not kill her. Would 
that work? 


Lang may Amechyst reign. 
сән Jolley 

400 Marion St. 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 


P.S. Even though Opal is my birthstone, 1 
atil! like Amethyst | hope you won't hoki 
that against me 


you a letter and let you know how much | 
enjoy AMETHYST. Ай my friends enjoy 
AMETHYST too. Whenever they talk to 


те, they ask if | got the latest issue yet. 


person of royalty that she wanted to 
save Emerald? Did she want to spare her 
because she is really the oldest Emerald 
princess? And why do | have a feeling 
that we haven't seen the last of her? | 

‘wait to see what happened to 


Загбопух. 

You probably get a lot of letters from 
fans, 80 1 don't expect you to print this, 
but jt would be nice. 


Anne Simmons 

18 Frost Dr. 

Durham, NH 03824 

P.S. Iwas thinking, wouldn't it be great if 

came to overthrow Dark Opal? | really 
would like to know the whole story. 


Dan end Gary promise me that real soon. 
they'll be telling us of life on the 





Dear Purple Prose, 

1 am furious with youl You killed Fire 
Jade! Worse, we never got to see her 
face! The only good thing about her 


saved. Furthermore, you teamed up 
Tones eae (quotes. | personali prater 

the Amethyst/Topaz couple. Though | 
like Lady Turquoise, Amethyst is my 
favorite. 


This brings me to another topic, the 
ex-Lord Dark Opal. What.is to be done 
with his land? Will it be given to the 
eives, fairies, dwarves, etc? Or to 
(please!) Princess Opal (Whitel)? 
Whatever, lll be happy. I'm sure you 
guys won't disappoint me. 

Keep up the good, excellent, terrific, 
great ... work. And to Ric Estrada, you 
too. 


Sincerely, 
Sara Sjoberg 


2474 Ogden 
Orchard Lake, MI 48033 


In the Annual, Sara, we saw that Dark 


than once, so that's usually a good sign 
that something is in the works. 





Dear Purplish Ones, 

1 must say that | was surprised to see 
Fire Jade во quickly and easily disposed 
of in #3—and with her true nature and 
purpose so little revealed, too. | can only 
assume (and hope) that she will be back 
sometime soon. 

was interested by Quaar's idea to see 
his "realm ruled by its people." This puts 
Amethyst in an interesting position. 


Being American by upbringing, she is 
glad to see the start of democracy on 
Garo, as evidenced by her prsising 
Quaar as the Thomes Jefferson of 

Gemworld. However, at the same time, 


her fellow aristocrats? Hereditary rulers 
throughout Earth's history have been 
notoriously unwilling to give up their 


disposed, since they feel they are good 
rulers and 8 move to government by the 
people could only lead to poorer govern- 





Aranan lan in fact, colonial America 
was freer than the vast majority of the 
world that time). But, as far as | cən see, 
there are virtually no democratic in- 
stitutions on Gemworld. They would 
seem to be at a stage somewhat 
comparable to Britain and the Magna 
Carta—which established certain 
freedoms ‚and rule of law within the 
nobility. (It was a long time after thatany 
democratic freedoms were devolved to 
the. common people.) ል full-blown 
democracy may not be possible on 
Gemworid at this time—in fact it may 
not even be what the people want as yet. 
Ву “ruled by its people,” Quaar may 


pletely 

they usually showed a great loyalty to 
and placed great trust in the king—often 
sadly betrayed.) 

The clash of cultures within Amy/ 
Amethyst could be a very interesting 
study. And by stowing her away on 
Earth, the people of Gemworld may 
have received in return more than they 
ever dreamed possible (ог desirable?). 


Yours truly, 

“T.M. 
Box 1272 Station B 
Weston, ONT 


Amethyst is the only one of the Gem- 


folk,” frac ው You ой, 
T.M. Whether the 

аары ans tl ted 
ment, we shall see as time marches on. 
But, at least now, Amethyst has helped 


to give them the chance to sink or fall on 
their own. 


Dear Karen: 

| just finished the Mar. '85 issue of 
AMETHYST (for the fourth time) and | 
just felt that | really should sit down and 
write you and your staff a letter. | really 
love the whole idea that you have based 
this book on. 1 loved it when it was a 
maxi-series and | even love it more now 
that it [5 a monthly comic. | have been 
hooked on it since | read my first issue 
last year. | liked it so much that just had 
to have the whole series, 80 | am proud 
to announce that | have now the full 
series; all 17 issues. 

1 do have just a couple of questions, 
though. First, don't you think we could 
find a better guy for Amethyst than 
Тораг?? I just don'tthink he is the kind of 
Quy for her. I'd like to see a stronger type 
of guy for her to fall in love with, maybe a 
warrior/priest from a distant and 
forgotten house. I hope you don't turn 
the land of Aquamarine into a 
democracy. | like the non-real world of 


' Gemworid and to turn it into a 


democracy would start to make it real 
and, earthbound. Let's keep Earth and 
Gemworid separated by the portal and 
the realm-between. 

1 hope you will think about my 
suggestions, and keep up the great work 
on this. most wonderful comic. By the 


and,once under Pisces. So I really feel a 


^: part of the House of AMETHYST. 


Respectfully, 
HM2 David Richard Daniel 
Battalion Aid Station 

3rd BN 1st Marines 

Camp Pendleton, СА 92055 


Topaz was designed to ዕፀ Amethyst's 


another man in Amethysts life ... 


^ anyone have any suggestions? 


That's all for now, folks. Be sure to be 
with us next month, ‘cause we'll be 
looking for youl And don't forget that 
there's still time to submit your 
suggestions for the "NAME THAT 
UNICORN CONTEST“ that was an- 
nounced here last issue. That's 
Amethyst's unicorn we're talking about, 
of course, and it wants a пате! The 
lucky winner will receive an original 
piece of AMETHYST art! See you soon— 
Karen 


BEN ОРА REMEMBERED 
BY ANDREW HELFER 


You probably never thought twice 
about Ben Oda. He was never 
interviewed by the fanzines. Не was 
never the guest of honor at a comics 
convention. Fans never begged him 
for his autograph. The spotlight never 
touched him. And there's probably a 
very good reason for that. Ben Oda was 
neither writer nor artist nor comic book 
creator. He was just one of the 
hundreds of people who put the 
finishing touches on comics. Ben Oda 
was, to put it simply, a letterer. 

But Ben Oda had a fan club. An 
exclusive group. We kept its very 


ago, we all became acutely aware of a 
space in our lives that would never 
again be filled. 

Ben Oda was one of an ever- 
dwindling group of comic book 
professionals—the "old timers.” He 
worked on comics in their infancy, 
through their heyday, and right into 
the present. In the forties, his 
distinctive lettering style graced the 
pages of Jack Kirby's early work. In the 
fifties, when Harvey Kurtzman needed 
hand-lettering for his now-famous EC 
war comics, Ben was the man asked to 


በ 


CJ Batman 384: The return of the 
deadly Calendar Man! 





ON SALE THE WEEK 
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do it. He was a letterer forthe Chicago 
Tribune and King Features 
Syndicate, regularly turning out 
pages of Prince Valiant, Little Orphan 
Annie, The Phantom, and others too 
numerous to mention. And until mere 
days before he left us, Ben was also the 
most prolific letterer working at DC 
Comics. 

Those are the facts—they re easy to 
tell. What's harder to explain is the way 
Ben touched us all—every day of his 


ledged master- 
Tom Orzekowski's delight over being 
introduced to him some years ago; and 
Bob Lappan literally studied Ben's 
work with a oomprehensiveness that 
Ben found both flattering and 
confusing. He never quite understood 
why anyone would give hia work a 
second gl far as he was 
concerned, his job was simply to make 
the writer and artist look as good ai 


possible. 

And that's exactly what Ben did so 
well—twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, or 86 it seemed. Ben 
would come into the DC offices every 
day at four-thirty in the afternoon (you 
could set your clock to it) with a 
staggering number of lettered pages. If 
you had a book that needed to be 
lettered overnight, you just gave it to 
Ben. Truth to tell, we took him for 
granted. He was the ultimate pinch- 
hitter, and he got the DC team out of 
more than one deadline jam. But, like 
most pinch-hittere, he seldom received 


otherwise, 
demon. He'd work long hours, sit 


О The Flash 346: A Mystery Man from 
the future stalks Flash's Rogues’ 
Gallery! 


n 408: Two more titantic 
tales, including another new Wayne 


О Amethyst 6: To save Citrina, 
Amethyst must team with her deadliest 
enemyl 


bunched over his drawing board late 
into the night, all to meet what he 
undoubtedly felt was a personal 
commitment to a friend. Sometimes, in 
his desire to please and help out, he 
would push himself too far, and the 
strain would show. Often, the results 
were hilarious. Once in a 
Batman might “fight a warton crime,” 
and Superman might be referred to as 
"The Man of Seel.” We'd Meg неді 
together over Ben' 
blooper, and seldom think ak ae about the 
nights he'd put in just to get 

the job finished. Again, we took him for 
granted. 

But when the job was finally done, 
Ben would sit himself down in one 


really got to know and appreciate Ben. 
He could talk about practically 
anything—World War ፲1 and his time 
in the service (he was а paratrooper, а 
spy, and a part-time baseball player), 
his memories of comic book pros he‘ 
worked with in the past, his family, the 
performance of various players on his 
Monday night bowling team, and the 
current state of the comic book field. 
All his stories and opinions were 
delivered with such a keen sense of 
humor that you couldn't help but 
laugh. 

But there was more to Ben than just 
that When Ben told a story, he became 
a kind of Japanese Will Rogers, a 
homespun humorist with a shy smile 
that could melt ice. Dozens of wrinkles 
etched into his face, laugh lines 
mingling with the ones that simply 
come with age, Ben often seemed like 
an ancient yet humane sage, always 
aware of the humor in life, and 
enjoying every minute of it. You had 
only to talk to Ben to see that this was 
true. His eyes would sparkle with life, 
and in an almost mystical 
transference, our eyes would sparkle 


And perhaps, when all is said and 
done, this was the most wonderful 


lift us out of our late-afternoon 
doldrums with a simple anecdote or 
tall tale—to simply be Ben. These were 
his gifts to us, these were the things we 
took for granted, and these are the 
things we will miss the most. 





Son of Saturn 10: Can Jemm 
ive his own execution? 

[s] Arek, Son of Thunder 45: The Jewels 
of Serendeeb may spell the death of 
Arak and Valdal 

© Omega Men 27: On Wombworld, 
Psion surgery has transtormed the 


old business, plus a Bouncing Boy solo 
story! 


